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Volunteers: The Heart of the FAE Community 

The inspiration for the Founda-

tion for Academic Endeavors 

was formed in the hearts of  vol-

unteers, and its vision continues 

to grow as volunteers step up to 

partner and advocate for chil-

dren and families on the margins 

of our communities.   

The only prerequisite for being 

a good volunteer is that one has 

a heart that is moved to help 

others. Volunteering is a way to 

embrace those in our society 

who are hurting and in need of 

support. It is also a way to do something tangible at a time when the 

feeling of helplessness can be so prevalent. No one can do everything, 

but everyone can do something.  

Still unsure of your ability to make a difference? Kate Scott, an FAE Sum-

mer Academy teacher in grade 4 last summer tells of how having volun-

teers in the classroom made all the difference: “ The teacher-student 

ratio was very comparable to a regular classroom during the academic 

year. However, the skills and needs of the children varied so much that I 

really counted on the help of volunteers in my classroom to provide indi-

vidual attention to each child. I was lucky to have two volunteers; this 

extra help was invaluable. I could not have seen as much success with 

my group without the extra adult volunteers in the room. My volun-

teers developed a unique relationship with each student and the children 

benefited from having more than one adult in the room.”  On a field trip 

to Rosario beach with the children, volunteers were vital. “With the vol-

unteers on our trip, I was able to relax and enjoy the children, knowing 

that there were a group of caring adults all helping to make the experi-

ence safe, while expanding the young minds at work.”  

For information on how to get involved, email us at                             

SkagitFAE@gmail.com or see more information at www.skagitFAE.org.  
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“We were made for these 

times. Ours is not the task of 

fixing this world, but  

stretching out to mend the 

part of the world that is   

within our reach.”  
 

– Dr. Clarissa Pinkola Estes 

We need volunteers to  

 Help in the kitchen 

 Help in the classroom 

 Drive vans 

 Take photos 
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living with a heightened sense of fear. Parents and children alike suffer anxiety on a daily basis that 

their family will be torn apart without warning.  These are the families who attend FAE Summer Acade-

my; they are our neighbors and friends, and we stand in solidarity with them and are strongly advo-

cating for their rights.  

 The board of the Foundation for Academic endeavors has approved a Policy on Immigrants to help 
steer our efforts most effectively.  (Find this policy on our website www.skagitfae.org) 

 Board members collectively and individually support political efforts and policies to protect fami-
lies and children affected by enforcement efforts, and many members have attended public rallies 
in support of immigrants and refugees.  

 Several board members have attended immigration outreach meetings to learn how to assist those 
affected by new policies.  

 The board worked closely with the Skagit Valley College leadership to put on a workshop at the col-
lege in early March, "Know Your Rights", and specifically invited the parents of our students. 

 Two of our board members attended a training in Seattle called Immigration 101 and shared these 
resources with the rest of the board.  

 As a group we meet with families to provide information for how to deal with enforcement efforts 
and what their rights are when confronted. The Latino members of our board are vital liaisons in 
these efforts.  

 We will continue working with Skagit Valley College and school district personnel to determine how 
best to provide a safe environment for parents and student who attend our summer Academy.  We 
are planning future meetings with the parents; SVC has asked the Mexican Consulate to attend.  

 We made 500 copies of the Red Card to distribute to the community. Red Cards were created to 
help immigrants assert their rights and defend themselves against constitutional violations. Red 
cards provide critical information on how to assert these rights, along with an explanation to ICE 
agents that the individual is indeed asserting their rights.  (www.ilrc.org/red-cards) 

FAE will continue to be strong allies for immigrants and refugees in the Skagit Valley communities. This 
quote by Dr. Clarissa Pinkola Estes is a rallying cry that inspires us to dig deeper:  

“We were made for these times. Ours is not the task of fixing this world, but  
stretching out to mend the part of the world that is within our reach.”  

We are grateful for the opportunity we have been given to stand in solidarity with those who face un-
certain futures, and yet hold fast to their dreams of a better life for their children.  

When you support the work of FAE, you are supporting an entire community of visionaries from many 
cultures, and the lives that are touched will never be the same.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Given the new, intensified immigration enforcement priorities announced by the       

Department of Homeland Security in February, Latino families in the Skagit Valley are 

 

“We advocate for the right to migrate to support oneself or one’s 

family, the right not to be forced to migrate, the right to be             

reunited with family, and the right to just working conditions. “ 

—from the FAE Policy on Immigrants 
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Meet Board Member Laura Aguillares!  

Introducción miembro de la Junta Laura 

Aguillares! 

Hola mi nombre es Laura Aguillares. Soy de Nayarit, Mexi-
co. Tengo cinco hermanos; tres hermanas y dos her-
manos. Ellos viven en Mexico y tambien mis padres viven 
en Mexico. Mi Padre, José, y mi madre, Luz, siempre me 
dijeron “sigue tus sueños a pesar de los obstáculos.” He 
vivido nueve años en los estados unidos. Me casé hace 
diez años con Jose. Tengo tres hijos Jose, Diego, y Paola. 
Soy muy orgullosa de ellos. Yo estudié para ser maestra y 
tengo una licenciatura en Español. Mi meta es poder ser 
maestra en el estado de Washington. Soy parte de FAE 
porque me gusta trabajar con niños. FAE hace un gran 
esfuerzo para que los niños hispanos tengan una visión 
positiva en sus vidas de que un día van a ir a una univer-
sidad. Yo estoy muy orgullosa de ser hispana y de todas 
las familias y niños que vienen a este pais a tener una vida 
mejor y cumplir el “American Dream”. Me gusta leer, 
pasar tiempo en familia, caminar, la naturaleza, y siempre 
aprender algo nuevo.  

My name is Laura Aguillares, I am from Nayarit, México. I 
have five siblings, three sisters and two brothers. They 
live in Mexico; my parents live there too. My father, Jose, 
and mother, Luz, always told me to "follow my dreams in 
spite of the obstacles". I have lived in Washington for nine 
years. I got married 10 years ago to José. We have three 
kids: José, Diego and Paola. I am so proud of them. I stud-
ied to become a teacher with a Bachelor’s degree in Span-
ish language. My goal is to become a Teacher in Washing-
ton state.   

I am part of FAE because I like to work with kids; FAE 
makes a great effort so that Hispanic children have a posi-
tive vision in life, and that in the future they will go to the 
university. I am very proud of being Hispanic and of all 
those families and children who came as I did to this 
country to have a better life and fulfill the American 
dream. I enjoy reading, spending time with my family, 
walking, enjoying nature, and always learning something 
new. 

We are so grateful for Laura who represents the Latino   

community on the Board of FAE, and is on the Teaching 

Staff at  Summer Academy. 

Laura Aguillares, Board member and FAE    

Summer Academy teacher 

FAE Summer Academy 2017        
Needs YOU!  

   June 26-July 27, 4-days per week                    
7:45am to 1:15pm      

Choose a week and volunteer as...    

 Classroom Aides 

 Kitchen Help 

 Field Trips, Crafts, Books, Assessment 

 Drivers 

 Camp Nurse 

 Administration 

 Photographer/Videographer 
 

We are also asking for financial support; will you 
consider giving generously to the work of FAE? 

For more information please visit us at  

www.SkagitFAE.org 



 4 

We now accept donations by PayPal: SkagitFAE@gmail.com 

Foundation for Academic Endeavors (FAE) 

134 East Victoria Avenue 

Burlington, WA 98233 

SkagitFAE@gmail.com   

The Board of FAE: 

The Foundation for Academic Endeavors strives to   

promote an ecumenical, multi-cultural, and inclusive    

identity. Working together to affect change in our  

communities, we stand in solidarity with those working 

to pursue their dreams and goals. 

Rosario Aguilar, El Camino de Emaús Lutheran Church 

Emilio Benitez, El Camino de Emaús Lutheran Church 

Mark Blindheim, Emmanuel Episcopal Church 

Dorothy Armstrong, St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church 

Marlene Rios, Representative of Latino community  

Kären Larson, St. James Episcopal Church 

Bill McGlinn, Redeemer Episcopal Church 

Robin Ringland, El Camino de Emaús Lutheran Church 

Carol Rodin, Christ Episcopal Church 

Deanna Scott, Representative of Family Promise  

Kate Scott, St. Augustine’s in-the-Woods Episcopal  

Julie Spangler, South Whidbey Island  

Zulema Gonzales, Rep of the Latino Community 

Laura Aguillares, Rep of the Latino Community 

Shirley Barrett, Christ Episcopal Church 

Matilde Martinez, Spanish/English Interpreter 

 

 

 

Stay up to date on activities and 

news:  ‘Like’ the Foundation for       

Academic Endeavors on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/skagitfae 

Find us on the Web! 

Skagitfae.org 

The world is hugged by   

the faithful arms of  

Volunteers.  


